PUBLIC CONSULTATIONS ON DRAFT UNIVERSAL SERVICE REGULATIONS UNDER WAY (Press Release)

The National Regulatory Agency for Electronic Communications and Information Technology (ANRCETI – www.anrceti.md) displayed on the web page, for public consultations, the draft Universal Service Regulations.  The document is provided with an explanatory note and presents the analysis of the impact on the activity of electronic communications market players. The public consultations are scheduled to take place    from 14.04.2009 to 04.05.2009. Comments and proposals with reference to the said draft from the interested persons are welcome to baidauz@anrceti.md. 
The document was drawn up by the Agency on the grounds of the provisions of Chapter X “Universal Service” (Law on Electronic Communications), brought into line with EU Directive 2002/22/EC on Universal Service. This normative act is targeted at ensuring the integration in the information society of all the citizens of the Republic of Moldova, including those of special social needs and with reduced income, by being granted the right to benefit from a minimum set of electronic communications services, of a specified quality and at affordable prices.
The draft sets forth the conditions and the procedure of universal service provision, of US providers’ designation, the mechanism of funding and compensating the US net costs, the requirements with respect to service quality. The document provides for the principles and conditions of granting to disfavored categories of users facilities for access to the public electronic communications networks at a fixed location, as well as the advantageous conditions applicable in cases of non-payment of bills for families that need special protection, because of reduced incomes or with special social needs.        

The universal service is a minimum set of electronic communications services of a specified quality, available for all end-users, at affordable prices, regardless of the geographic zone of location. The Law on Electronic Communications provides for the following services to be included in the minimum set: access to the fixed telephony network at a fixed location, directory inquiry service and access to directories of subscribers, access to payphones, including free access to emergency services.
The actions, responsibilities and terms for US implementation will be established in the National Program for Long-Terms US Implementation, due to be developed by the Ministry of Information Development, taking as basis the provisions with reference to US implementation contained in the Policy and Strategy of Electronic communications Development, due to be approved by the Government.  
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